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E) Each item of information contained in the accompanying Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in 
any communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three 
months prior to the filing of the Information Disclosure Statement. 
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□ No item of information contained in the accompanying Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the 
undersigned person, after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the accompanying 
Information Disclosure Statement was known to any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three 
months prior to the filing of the Information Disclosure Statement. 
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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Dear Sir: 

The references listed on the attached form PTO-1449 relate to the subject matter of the 
present invention and are brought to the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office pursuant to 37 
C.F.R. 1.56 and 1.98. 

JP0503 1767A is not in the English language and was cited as an X & Y reference in the 
enclosed European Search Report for the corresponding European Application No. 00971993.1. 
By way of a concise explanation of the reference, an English language abstract for JP05031767A 
is enclosed. Pursuant to 37 CFR L98(a)(3)(i) and MPEP 609 a concise explanation of the non- 
English language information has been provided. 

Additionally, two (2) of the four (4) references listed in the "other documents" section are 
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are not in the English language and were cited as Y references in the enclosed European Search 
Report for the corresponding European Application. 

While this statement contains all the relevant information presently known to the applicant, it 
should not be interpreted as a representation that an exhaustive search has been conducted or that no 
other relevant information exists. Also, this statement should not be interpreted as a representation 
that any cited reference is prior art, or that any cited reference is "material to patentability" as defined 
in 37 CFR §1.56. The applicant invites the Examiner to make an independent evaluation of each 
cited reference to determine their relevance to the subject matter of the present application. 

Finally, the applicant urges that the claims are patentable over the disclosed information. 
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55 South Commercial Street 
Manchester, NH 03101 
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